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Whenthe Righteos 9 Fu Authority, the People rejogee':: but 
when the Wicked beareth Rule, the People mourn, = 


Agiſtraey is of an Ancient Date, and of Divine Original. 

1 'tis from God, the Charter was drawn up in Paradiſe: 
civil Subordination muſt have been tho” Man had remained in 
Innecency, butthis Charter was more explicitly renewed and 
enlarged at the Reftauration of the World after the Deluge, 
and given out to Man under the Broad-Seal of Heaven, Gen. 


9. 6. W hoſo | ſheddeth Mans Blood, by Man | ſhall his Blood be —_ 


ö ied © fir in the Image of God wade he Man. Here is 8. power 
er ing Criminals eſtabliſhed and lodged in a. certain Set _ 
of Men, and they authorized to draw the Sword of Juſtice a- 

gainſt Offendert. Magiſtracy is not only an ancient Inſtitution, 
and of Divine Original, but moſt uſeful and neceſſary for the 


US 


18 of humane Society, and for preventing of Dilor- 
ders, Confuſiona and Convullions in 1 State or City; while 
there was no King in [/rael,every Man did that which was rigbt 
15 : | Ss: © 
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C4) 
and Condition, a never Fiiling Source of all Plagues and Mik. 
chiefs; when the corrupt Inclinations of a People are under no 
Check nor Control, then every man does not what pleaſeth, 
God, but What is beſt — — 
vernment, no ſecurity to any man under his own Vine and 
Fig - Tree, the World would be a Den of wild Beaſts, preying 
8 upon one another, N27 nd every ma ne; according to his own 
Humor, the want of Government is a heavy Judgement, when 
j men become as Fiſhes of the Sea, the greater devouring the leſs! 
N fer, becauſe they have no Ruler over them, privat Diſſentions 
| _ *will break out into publick Diſorders and Conbuſtions; The 
| Inſtitution then of Magiſtracy is a ſpecial Effect of the Divine 
Goodneſs to Mankind, and whena Nation or City is ſo happy 
as to be under the influence of a godly Magiſtracy, tis a grgat 
i Blefling, and rejoyces the Hearts of all good Men, as in dur 
b Text When the Righteous are in Authority, the Peop le re rejoyce..” 
3 That beautil ul Method and e are oblervabſe 19 
Books of Scripture, Where there is füch a onnexion © "porp! 
ſes, that they cannot 13 explaitied; t underſtood without” one 
another, is ſeldom noticed in the Bock of the Proverbs, which 
is fit! compared to a fp, of Pearls, every Proyerb Tide \ 
an ind . 9 0 t el 10 b fre maghy rh Pearts | 
Teattered' through, this Bo! 10 © forulet'p TIN ORs e ve no 4 
read, is one of Og E Vafußble-⸗ ok rey Ii 
My Text not Loſes e Cloud if poken of el. Ig. | 
20. Hath 4 bf he” aty 1775 rk Side, bat in met for er, 94 9 
this in the Tatte Art's the Vetſe;* 1 the Su e TE * 
by his benign infll vet ges Life te g 1 8 wy . 
uo Fate to the Firth, ſo good Men dotbed wich Authefity do 


* al gragioys Hearts, ain our Text. 
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In the Words we have two Things to conſider. 1. A Caſe 
ſuppoſed. 2. An Inference drawn from it. The Caſe in theſe 
s words when the righjeous are in Author and her e two Things 
pie ent themſelves to Our view. 1. The perſons ſpoken of, 
the Righteoys, the Word Righteouſneſs in this Bock of the 
-Proverbs, is not to be reſtrained to the particular virtue of Ju- 
rice, but it's taken in a comprehenſive Senſe, ſo as to ſigviſie all 
Religion and Virtue : By Righteous I underſtand, theſe that 
have an Intereſt in Chriſt's imputed Righteouſneſs, and that do 
partake of inherent Righteouſneſs, and that perform the works 
of Righteouſneſs, rendering to every one that which is his own, 
and obſerving a juſt and equal Diſtribution ot Rewards and 
puniſhments, He that doth Kighteonſneſs is righteous, even anbe 
-is righteous. 1 Jo. 3. 7. The ſecond Thing, The Cale and 
Condition in which they are ſuppoſed to be; I» Awthority, The 
Hebrew Word here rendered Authority ſignifies to Increaſe, 
either in Number, or in Dignity and power; when the Righ-_ 
teous are multiplyed, or advanced to power, this cauſeth great 
and univerſal Joy, as in the following part of the Words 
"the people rejoyce, this leads to the ſecond Thing in the Words, 
which [ called an Inference drawn from the Suppoſition, The 
people rejeyce, the Hebrew word rendered here Rej ice, ſigniſies 
ſuch a Joy as is expreſt by external Signsz By people, I under- 
ſtand all the ſober and ſerious part of Mankind, the Effect and 
fruit then of ſuch a Government as is managed by godly Magi — 
ſtrats, is great and univerſal Joy among the people: There 
being no difficulty in the Words, I ſhall not trouble this Ho- 
nourable Audience with any further Diviſion or Explication 
thereof, but ſhall come to take notice of that Doctrine which 
I apprehend to be the Scope of the Woxds, and ſhall proſecute 
it as briefly as poſſtble. 1 
500 | 0 Ober. 
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HObſer. At men in Authority ſbould be righteows, ſo 4 people 
' Hefſed withſuch, heve great cauſe of univerſal Jay, aud will not 
Failliß totifieand expreſs the ſame 29911} warty 7 
This Doctrine lyes clear in the Text; tis no lefs evident 
from Pro. 11. 10: When it goeth well with the righteous, the 
City rejoyeeth. When ſuch Men areencouraged and advanced 


their Government rejoyce, becauſe they confidently ex 

Juſtice, and many other excellent Benefits by their publick 
Adminiſtration ; Now the Method 1 ſhall take in the proſecu- 
ting of this Doctrine ( GOD enabling me) ſhall be; 1. To 
ſhe the Qualities neceſſary to conſtitute a righteous Magi 
ſtrate, and when theſe in Authority may deſerve this Cha- 
racer. 2. Give the Rea ſons why the in the Magiſtracy ſhould | 


notify & expreſs their joy. 4. What are the Cauſes ot this 
eat and univerſal joy among the people. 5. Make ſome 
provement of this Doctrine. | | ; ; 
As for the Fir# thing propoſed, the Qalities neceſſary for 
Men in Autbority and Power, all which I think are com. | 
prehended under that of Righteouſneſs: Firſt, They mould be 
Religious Moreover, then ſhalt provide ort of all the people |: 
able nen, ſuch as fear God, men if truth, hating covetouſneſs, 
and place ſrch over them, Exod. 18. 21. The God of Iiracl ſaid, 
the'Rock of Hrael ſpake to we, He that ruleth over men mu ble 
juft, raling in the fear of God; 2 Sam. 23. 3. 4nd be ſet judges | 
In the land throughout: all the fenced cities of Judah, cit b 
and ſaid to tbe judges, take heed what ye de: for ye judge not for | 
war, but for the Lord, who is withy n in the judgment; there- 
fore now let the fear of the Lord be upon yn, take heed and do it: 
for there is no iniquity with the Lord our Ood, nor rejped of per- 


to Places of Power and Truſt, the Citizens, or Subjects under | 


be clothed with ſuch Qualities. 3. What way the people do: | 


erty; . = 


1 vita 
ſans, nor takingof gifis, 2 Chron. 19. 5,6, 7. The Magiſtrate 
muſt be one that fears God, elſe there will de no conſcjenceof 
doing juſtice Religion is that which gives life unto and ſets 
2 Crown upon all the other Qualities where with a Magiſtrate 
is endowed, which, were it poſſible a Man could poſſeſi in 
rfection. yet without this, they would be as matter without 
orm, or as a Body without à Soul; if the fear of God be 
not planted in the heart to ſeaſon and ſar ctiſie all tbe ober 
Endewments, they will all degenerate; Wiſdom into Craſt, 
Power inte private Revenge, Prudence into plotting tor his 
own Intereſt, Policy unto putting fair: pretences on foul-De- 
Geng, all bis Abilities and Sufficiencies into ſetting forward 
and fecuring his ewn puny and mercerary Ends. If Religi⸗ 
on bold him not, we cannot expect an univerſal :nd ſteady 
= courſe of juſt and upright dealing, but he will ſhrink back and 
fall away from the ſame ; a great Man, a Friend, an Enemy, 
Fear, Cowardice, Affection, Faction, Covetouſneſs, Ma- 
lice, or ſome ſuch like thing, will make him ſtart aſide out ot 
the road of Juſtice, that he will be in great danger of turning 
Judgment into gall, and the fruit of vighteouſneſr into hemlock, as 
vou have it in vos 6. 12. So that the want of Religion makes 
Is profane Magiſtrate. & 9.15 27 1921191 eee 
| | They ought then to be religious, Fir, In-reſpect of Ged, 

3 whole Deputs and Vicegerents they are on Ezrth, they ought to 


, [ fear and love God above-others, to ſee k his glory who! hath 
- KI raiſed them to ſuch a pitch otHcnenr above theirÞrechreniber 
them remember always theſe twothivge; 1. That they are called 


dodds, and therefore ſhould rule and Govern as they judge God 

dimſelf would, were be viſibly here vpen Earth. 2 That they 
are Men, and thertſore mult acouti to the great God or ie 
4: management of that Truſt con mitted to them. W 
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ſhould be men fearing: God; im reſpect 
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of the :Neople. over 


whom they rule, and that becauſe! ofithegreatirthnehce theirs 
Example if good has upon them; whew Criſpus the chief raltr:; 
of the ſynagogue believed on the Lord with all his houſes tien 1 


ny ef the Corinthians hearing, believed and were laplied. As] 


19.8. This very conſideration of the great influence, that tho 


Examples of men in Authority have upon others, has been 


made uſe of by Satan and his Inſtruments, to diſſwade ſrom ſol- 


lowing Chriſt, Have any of the rulers or of the Phariſees: believe 
on him? Job. 7. 48. Again, it the ex 


ample of Rulers be bad, 


how pernicious and hurtfulris/it? & what a World of miſchiet 
doth it? | Jeroboams wicked example, in worſhipping the Calves: | 
at Dan and Bethel, made all {ſracl:to fin, for which he's/always: | 


branded with this infamous Deſignation, J olodn the famuf) 


Nebet, who made Iſrael to ſin: the examples of mem in Auchg· f | 


rity. have the force of a Law; 


8 = 0 = 4 
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Regis ad exemplum totus couponitur orbis. They above all! 


others ſhould take heed how they walk, for their greatnels 
makes their Sins the greater ; height of place ever adds t]¹9 W 
wings to Sin, Example and Scandal, whereby it Ioarschigber 


and goes much ſwifter. If the Sun be Ecclipf d a thenfand. 
gaze upon it, a leſſer Star may be darkened and no man take 
notice thereof ; the perſonal Acts of wicked: Magiſttats-are” 
ttanſient & quickly die, but oftentimes the fruit thereof temains} Þ 


Jeroboam died, but his idolatry died not with him the pbiſor 


of his example remained and infected many Generations, ſn 
that to this day his Title is, Jeroboum i be: ſon of Nebat, u 
avede: Iſrael to fin 5 therefare the gin thit: other men in fan XR 


ſive Ag | 
ſtrates, (hall. be charged upgbathem ag the icuit of their: den 
in the Day of Count and Reckoning; they ought then to be | 


es ae dra wn into by che evil Example oſ wicked Magi: 


Patterns 


| Mp ORE fs 
patterns of Piery, the eyes ot alk the people ate upon them, 
and their Actions have 28 great influence on others as their 
Laws; what can be a greater perſwafive to the Vulgar to em- 
brace Virtue, than to ſee it made the choiee of thoſe whortt 
they ſuppoſe to have the greateſt Judgment to diſcern its true 
vile: A good Magiſtrat teacheth the people of bis Diſtrict 
tolive well, by living well himſelf, according to that faying of 
a great an, Populi redbor privs Je quam populum ret inſtituere 
debet, ſt - principe: & m4 jores ſecundum lege: viæeriut unaquæque 
civitas optim?-regi poterit. And tho he be greateſt in com- 
mand, yet be is ill greater in Example; and therefore he's 
under a double obligation to religious Actions, both by his 
Conſcience and by his Condition; the one as he reſpects his 
Jon perſonal good, the other as he tenders the good of his 
people; who commonly take their meaſures from their Supe- 
Friours, and think imitation of their Practices to be a more ac- 
ceptabꝭ e ſervice, than obedience to their Laws. Thirdly, They 
mould be religious for their own ſake, in re ſpect of the Ho- 
Inovrable and comfortable Adminiſtration of theit Office. Re- 
Nigion qualifies them for the right Management of their Power, 
1 and teaches them to rule over Ment in the fear of God, and tho 
+ they be Gods on Earth, they are accountable to him who is 
© bdigher than the higheſt in this World; Religion in a Magiſtrat 
Iſtrengthens his Authority, becauſe it procutes Veneration and 
gains Reputation to it, and in all the affairs of this World, 
ſo much Reputation, is really ſo much Power. We fee that 
Piety and Virtue where they are found zmong Men of lower 
degree, will command ſome K everenee and Reſpect, but in 
Perſons in eminent Place and Dignity, they are ſented to a 
great advantage, ſo is to caſt a luſtte upon their very Place, and 
dy a ſtrong reflection to double tlie beams of Ma jeſty; whereas 
50 N e Impiety 
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Impiety and Vice in a Magiſtrate doe ſtrangly leſſen Great- 
| nels, and doe ſecretly and una voidably derive ſome weaknels 
upon Authority it ſelf.  Fourthly, They ſhould be religious in 
reſpect ot the Office it (ſelf, it being High and Honourable, | as 
is evident from the Names and Titles given to Magiſtrats in the 
Scriptures, therefore a holy Converſation is moſt ſuitable to 
ſuch an High and Honourable Station. Magiſtrats are called 
Gods, Pſal. 8 2. 6. Te are Gedi, but ye ſhall die like mer ʒ a lear- | 
ned Man thus paraphraſeth this ve / ſe, as if the Pſalmiſt had ſaid, 
e are Gals indee 1. yer but mortal oves, of the ſame frail con · 
dition with theſe over whom yerule. When menare advanced 
to highPlaces their Heads are in dangerof growing giddy&licht 
* & they are too prone to deſpiſe thoſe below them, as of aſmal- 
ler Size & Stature than themſelveszthe P/ſaliſitherefore dwell: 
not on the intoxicating Argument of Power and Grandeur, but 
imme diatly calls down the thoughts of Magiſtrats trom their | 
Golden Heads to conſider their Feet of Clay; he no ſooner 
© wiſhzs them joy of their Honour, but leſt their Spirits ſnould be 
* exalted above meaſure an1 grow too fine and volatile, he be- 
Iprinkles them with grave Duſt preſenting them with a Scepter 
*and a Spade, the royal Robes and a Winding-ſheet together, 1 
have ſaid ye are Godi, but je ſball die like mew. Are they Gods 
then? ls it not highly reaſonable, that they bearing Gods l- 
mige in Authority and Dominion, ſhould alſo bear his 
Image in Integrity and Holineſs? What a horrid So/zciſas is a 
vicious and wicked God; has God raiſed: Magiſtrats above o. 
there and call d them Gods? he expects that theſe Gods ſhould * 
not ſerve the Devil ; this would be a Paradox beyond expreſ. 
ſion. Religion and Authority are very conſiſtent, Piety and 
Policy go very well together in a Magiſtrate, and as one ob- 


ſerves on Mat. 10. 16. Piety without Policy wants ſecurity, 


( 11 


and Policy without Piety wants Integrity; Plety without Pos 


7. 


licy is too ſimple to be fate, and Policy without Piety too ſub - 
tile to be good; ſo that Religion in a Mag ſtrate ſeems to be 


neceſſary. | Su | „ 2d 

Now theſe in Authority ſhould evidence their Religion to 
the World. 1. By their perſonal Walk, both within and 
without Doors, ſtudying Holineſs in all manner of Converſati - 
on, in every Creek and Turn of their Converſation, making 
Conſcience of the ſecret and privat Duties of Religion, ine 


ſtructing their Families how to fear God, and to walk in his 


ways, as Abraham did of old, Ger.18. 1 9. and Joſhua Chap. 


24- 19. and David Pſal. 101. 2. 1 will behave my ſelf wiſely in 


a perfect way; O! when wilt-thow comeunto me? [will walk 
within my houſe with a perfeã heart. I earneſtly recommend to 
you the honourable Magiſtrats of this City, the frequent per- 
uſal of, and ſerious Meditation on this Pſalm, as being a very 


choice Mirror, diſcovering the Blemiſhes of Rulers, and like- 
wile a Standard ditecting their Practice. 


ſhall gain; and 


1 | & when they go forth, ſhall go forth. The Magiſtrats muſt obſerve 


the ſame time with the People for coming to, and ſtaying at 
1? 7 Cods publick Worſhip and Service, and muſt in this be exam- 
IX plary to the People, for their Example in this will have great 
Iyfluence, according to that ſaying, Magnates ſunt Magnetes. 
3. By indeavouring that their publick Adminiſtrations may 
be as agreeable to the Laws of God as is poſſible, Deut. 17. 18, 
19. 4. By their Care and Zeal to preſerveand maintain the 
true Religion, and to purge out all the Abuſes and Corruptions 
that have crept, or may hereafter creep into the Doctrine, 
_—_—_ 83 Worſhip, 


x 2. By their frequent 
Attendance on publick Ordinances, and thereby ſtrengthning, 


and incouraging the Miniſters of CHRIST, Exzek. 46. 10. And 
be prince in the midſt of them, when they go in, 


. 8 6. 
Worſhip, Diſcipline and Government of Chriſt's Church. God 
A pointed the Magiltrat. to be Cxifos Wiriuiq: tabalæ, a Guar- 

ian of Both Tables of the Law, and hath put the Sword into 
his Hand, not only to be an Avenger in caſes of Injury done 
by Man to Man; But likewiſe, in caſe of the Violation of theſe 
Laws.that immediatly reſpect his own Worſhip. and to be a 
Reformer of the Corruptions of the Church, as well as of the 
Diſorders of the State; Magiſtrats ſhould be Lord Keepers of 
both Tables of the Law, and what is writen on the Sword 
of Charles the Great, Desen Præceptorum cuſtos Carelus, ſhonid 

be the Motto of every righteous Magiſtrat : This Power 
which we aſcribe to the Civil Magiſtrat, is not formally, and 

- Intrinſically Spiritual or Eccleſiaſtical, but only objectively ſuch; 
the Magiſtrats Power circa ſacra, being only cumulative, not 
Privarive; he's not the e Head of the Church as it was 
own'd and acknowledged by the late Era#ian Prelacy in this 
Kingdom. The Magiſtrats Duty is, to take ſpecial care that 

Sod be Worſhiped in the way preſcribed by his Word, and 

that all things he done in the Houle of the God of Heaven, ac- 
cording to the Mind of the God of Heaves, that Errors and 
Hereſies be rooted out, Schiſms and Diviſions be prevented and 
healed, that ſtubborn Contemners of Gods Laws, as well ag 
their own be ſeverely puniſhed, the Mouth of Blaſphemy be 
ſtopped, Miniſters be excited to, Supported and Encouraged in 
the conſciencious Diſcharge of their Duty, that there be nothing 
in point of practice tolerated in this City contrary to the Rule 
of God's Word, or broach'd in Doctrine contrary to our o 
Confeſſion of Faith ratified by Law, and approven by General 
Aſſemblies of this National Church, We find in Scripture, 
that when the Worſhip of the true God was ſo much corrup- 
ted and forgotten among the 1/r«clites, that Micah row 4 
| - | - | In 


3 . . 
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blind and idolatrons Devotion had made him a whole: Honſe 
of gods, and his Chappel « Pantheon; The H. Ghoſt gives 
this as the caule of ſo great an Abomination that there was in 


thoſe days no King in 1ſreel, Tydg, 17.6. We read the Hiſtory. 


of an horrid and tragical Uncleannels, Judges.19. and the very 
ſame Reaſon is given for the licentiouſneſs of thoſe times Judges 
19.1. Which plainly intimats to us, that not only Murder 
and Adultery, Sins againſt the ſecond Table of the Law, but 


allo, 1dolatry and falle Worſhip, Sins againſt the firſt Table 


ought and might have been either prevenced or puniſhed, had 
there been 2 King or Ruler in 1/ree/, and that it had been his 
Duty to have drawn his Sword, and exerciſed his Authority a- 
gainſt.the one as well as againſt the other, and it's noticed by 
the Spirit of God, as a Blemiſh in Solemon, Government, that 

he ſuffered. the people to ſacrifice in the high places 1 Kings 3 2. 

2 Chron.. 33 17. Oly the people ſacriſitid in high places, This 
Particle Oahj is uſed here and v. 3d. as an Exception to Solo. 
mons Integrity, and Glory, and as bis Infirmity, and a 
Flaw in his Government, that he Fümſelf both per- 
mitted and practiſed this which is expreſly forbidden, 


Les 17. 3, 4. Deut. 12. 13, 14. Others were reprovedbe- - 


to reſert to them, I Kings 15. 14. Notwithſtanding of the 
great advances they made in other parts of Reformation qq others 


again are commended who did remove them, 2 Chen, 34 3. 
And amongft the moſt renowned Acts of Hegekjab's Piety, its 
mentioned to his immortal Honour, that he commanded the 
Prieſts and Levits to ſanctiſie themſelves, an i clean the Tem- 


ple, and reſtore the true worſhip of God, after many years Ing . | 
terruptian, when cwas nat only in deſwetude but almoſt for - 


1 getten, 2 Chou. 29. The Jikealſo did X. Jab with the like 
Zed, and received the like Approbation and Teſtimony from 


God 
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God. I would put the honourable Magiſtrats of this City in 
mind, that there are High Places in it which are not yet remo · 
ved, I mean thoſe Schiſmatical Meetings of thePrelatick Clergy, 
who as they are manifeſt Intruders upon the Congregations of 
the lawfully eſtabliſhed Miniſtry of this National Church, 
and the Charge of the faithful, Ambaſſadors of Jeſus Chriſt 
within this City, ſo they are greatly diſaffected to the civil Go- 
vernment, and therefore the juſt Laws made againſt ſuch In- 
truders ought to be put in due Execution: Your connivance at 
them can produce no better Effects, than to perpetuat a Schiſm & 
Diviſion amongſt Proteſtants in the place & ſow the Seeds of Diſ- 
cord and Animoſityʒ But if there be any of that Sett of men who 
4 make publick uſe of the Er-gl;Litmrgy, theſe ought to be particu - 
| larly noticed as Innovators, and diſcharged from the ſame in 
time coming; This is ſuch an Innovation as was never allowed 
1x in this Church, even when Eraſtian Prelacy was rampant. 
4 From what has been ſaid, it's now evident, that one chief part 
; of the Magiſtrats Duty is, to maintain the true Worſhip and 
Service of God, and to reform whatever Abuſes or Corrupti - 
ons have creept into the ſame. lt is the Obſervation of a Lear- 
' - *ned Erglih Prelat; That Magiſtrats are concerned to 
maintain the Honour of Religion, which . doth not only 
© tend to Mans future Happineſs, but is the beſt Inſtrument of 
© civil Government, and of the temporal Proſperity of a City or 
Nation, for the whole Deſign ot Religion is, to procure the 
* privat and publick Happineſs of Mankind,and to reſtrain from 
© all thele Evils which would make them miſerable in themſelves, 
_ © unpeaceable and trcubleſome to the Wor Id, it hath ſo great ine 
* fluence upon theFelicity of Men in both Worlds, that it ought to 
* be upheld, and the Veneration thereof maintained, not only out 
* of a juſt dread of the Divine Vengeance jn the other Ward, 
i, | : * | | * uc 
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*©*but out of a due regard to the temporal Peace and Proſperity 


ot men, it will requite all the Kindneſs and Honour we can do 
© ir, by the Advantages it will bring to the Civil Government, 
and by the Bleſſings it will draw down upon the ſame; God 


hath promiſed, that theſe who Honour bim he will Honour, 


and in the common courſe of hisProvidence he uſually makes 
* this good; ſo that the Civil Authority ought to be very ten- 
der oi the Honour of God and Religion, if for no other r2zſon; 


. yet out of a reaſon of State For righteouſneſs exalieth a Nati- 
on: but ſan it 4 F.:proach to any people, Pro, 14. 34. Yea it not 
only exalts, but eſtabliſhes a Nation, and is the ſureſt Foun- 
dation of Civil Government, whole mighty Succels and Pro- 


ſperity, haih been a Reward given by God for their eminent 
Juſtice and Sobriety, &. Iſa. 32. 17. And the work of rightes 
au[neſs ſh.ll. be peace, and the effeÞ® of righteouſneſs ſhall be quiet- 


meſs and aſſurance for ever. The Rowen Empire was ſtrong as 


Iron while their Virtues remained firm, but upon the diſſoluæ 
tion of their Manners, the Feet upon which the Empire ſtood: 
were mixed with Clay, and ſo it ſunk under its own burden. 

| Serondly, A righteous Magiſtrate ſhould be and is a Man of 
Knowledge and Underſtanding, a wiſe and prudent Man en- 
dowed with a Spirit of Diſcerning; Take ze wiſe wen and un · 
derflanding, and known among jour iribes, and I will mal tbem 
rulers over you. Dent. 1. 13. Rulers muſt be able men, accord- 
ing to Jethro's advice to Moſes, Exod- 18. 21. Able both as to 
ſtrength of Body and endowments of Mind; men who through 
Age or Infirmities are not able to bear the Burden of the Ma» 


giſtracy, and undergo the Toil and Fatigue that neceſſarly 
attend the ſame, are not fit to be Magiſtrates. . It was a Law- 


of old among the Jews, that men far ſtricken in years ſhould. 
not be Rulers 3, the Rewars alſo had a Law much to the ſame - 


purpoſe 


putpoſe, as appears frem a common ſaying among them, Sex- 
agenarios ponte: Migiſteites ſhould be men of parts and 
Gifts luitable co ſuch an High and Honourable Office, there 
ought to.be ſome proportion between the Importance and 
Weight of the Office, andthe Capacity of the Perſon called 
to it; tis moſt Melancholly to ce fo many Places in a Com. 
mon wealth ſyll, and yet ſo few filled; when there is no pro- 
portion but rather a vaſt difproportion between the fleight, 
or rather the Weight of the Place, and the weakneſs and worth. 
leſneſs of the Perſon inveſted with it, who either by a golden 
Violence, or a temporizing Baſneſs, hath moſt impudently 
thruſt himſelf into the Government. They muſt be wiſe, un- 
derſtanding the Nature, Defign and End of Magiſtracy, and 
5 the Duties incum bent on them while they move in ſuch a high 
= Sphere, well acquainted with the Laws, Cuſtoms, and Con- 
4 ſtitutions of the Place; *cis a pitiful thing when a man will 
Y needs thruſt himſelf into a publick Poſt only for Gaim or Ho- 
ncour, and muſt depend upon others for Directions how to 
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E dilchargetheſame. There were ſometimes in this Land Crea. 
. tures called Tuleban Biſhops, who only had the Name and 
4 no more” were titular Biſhops ) but a Talchan Magiſtrate is 


an odd Creature, who, has only the empty Name ef a Magi. 
ſtrate 3 and as to the Exerciſe of his Office is as much managed 
by another, from whom he receives all his Meaſures as a School = 
Boy is by his Maſter, and who has not the ſenſe to Demean 
himſelt ſuitable to his Character, but as he is inſtructed, ſuch 
Pupils ought not to be Governours; or elle do ſo exerciſe it 
as expoles him to the Contempt and Ridicule of all that behold 
him. prudence is a ſpecial Quality of a righteous Magiſtrate 
who when he is endowed with a practical Dexterity and Dif. 

cretion, to order wilely all the particalars belonging to the = 

| ercie 
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"tat eſpecially when indified” if will befp ting!” by bow. 
pariog one thing with another, by wech i the Ballance of / 
unby al d Reaſon, and in the Ballarice of the Sanctuary, *. AG” 
items? Circttaſtances, Ap urtenances, Times, *Perſo 17 5 
Places, to guide and manage all t 8 Pats of 1 ibn 
Truft with Wiſdom, Equity, and Impartiality* GAR ſts” 
principally in theſe three 3 1. To conſult and ewe Well. 
2. To reloive and. judge Well. 3. To conducx and Execute 
well. Tis iven 4% Commend arion of the meñ af Macher, 
that they were wen that had under Nandi of the times,” to 1g? 
what Week oug ht to do: I U hron, 12. 32. They were men of 
great political Prudence, able to diſcern and embrace the . 
Seaſons for all Actions, as appears ftom what fel FS, Y 
755 not Sly what their On, Tribe, but 7 1575 l, 5 

4 : this is ſo confierable 2 cifchtnffance in all” Humane, e. 
1 pecially publick Affairs, that the 191 cceſs' of Difuppoimment 
thereof, depends much upon the right or wrong timing bf 19 00 
lame, znd this is 1 very fit Exprelf 190 0 ifi theirg 2 
Pruderice and Policy; is 2 great po it of wiſdom'tok 
what to do in ire torn of Providefice. or IO — 
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ſentation of the State of Je g 
dom of Ju44b, heimportunes the King for liberty to go to ſe- 
rhſalem, in order to redreſs, Grievances. 5. His undertaking- 
this ſo difficult and dangerous an Expedition, and his Zeal and 
Gourage miugre all the Oppoſition he met with from Tobiah 
and Sexballet, his readineſs to hear Complaints and redreſs. 


Grievances upon his Arrival, and after he had called cheGrand-= 


Council of the Nation, the S. be 


kel of the Sinduary. Tuts for. tbe gogd of his Countrey be 
departed from his Right, aud ſeryd rhe Government Graf 


then altogether unſit for 


J19) 1 
aim, he makes a full Repre- 
ſentation of them, and rebukes the Noblet and Rulcrs as. the 


_ chiet Authors thereof, Neh. 5. 7. 6. His not exaQting his 


Penſion or Sallery, even that Allowance which the Kings o 
Perfia granted to their Guvernouts under them, © and which 
other Governours before him Had exacted, which was fourt 
ſhekels of ſilver befide what was allowed for his Table, whic 
comes to 5 Lib. erling Engliſh Money reckoning, after the he- 


N | 


is 
for 12 Years, Neb. 5,14, 15. He was ſo far fromembazleing 
the publick Revenue, that he did not exact what was. his due 
and that to which he had an unqueſtionable Title (Ido ot 
now, charge, the preſent, Honourable Magiſtrates of this City 
with Embazlement, that be far from me) Only H take occaſion 
here to propoſe atrue Original of a publick Spirit, which I 
would have all Magiſtrates ſo to Copy after, as that the whole 
of cheir Deportment may, be an exact Tranſeript oi that Grand 
Exemplar; and by the by, I think of all men, theſe of par- 
row and mercenary Spirits, Self ſeeking, and Self-defigning 
men, ate the unfitteſt for and moſt unworthy of the High and 
Honouradle Character of Magiſtrats, ſalws populi ſupreme lex, 
fuch ſelt-ſeeking men being the bane ot bumane Society, are 
being the Preſervers and Supporters 
thereof, which is the deſign of Magiſtracy. .  __.. 
 Fowrihly, Righteous Magiſtrats, ſhould be, and are 
Men of peaceful Tempers and Diſpoſi ions, affable and ace 


celſible, Men of Moderation, and who can goyern their Paſſi- 


— 


ons, for if a man be not capable togoyern himſelf, how much 


more unſit is he to govern others, and theſe who are maſterd | 


and goyern'd by their R who ſuffer their Reaſon 1 
8 2 hk & 54 | 


cr 


—— Co he. - Pe >. K 


_ — 22 - = 2 2 — — ——— apr : 
S — - — - — — 
— p — 28 . 4 * — — - rr FG 
. * - 2 PS. 2 — — IC. s * * {re bh 3 28 2 
mp , _ d = —— DAS © Ys — eve WI — mae mpeg 2 — 
22 * ries” £9 —— — * — 


— 
— - — —— 


— - 
— 


- of A dener '$ An 


"to 119 no 12 0 OR 111 as aft Tee to Fil Ao be ſure 


- — — — - — —— —— . . . 
1 nd . — — * 8 
= — > abr 2 > eee S 


828 7er rbay rde Lg r el Ae Ven the b moſt Ae to 
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9591 men of 7 faftious diviliye Temper are not worthy 
o 5 e ol. we ll regulated Saciety, Far leſs to be Go- 
yYerngu $ ofthe 1 of One factions Man bl # Plag de to the black 
Where de eh Ge bet never In His Efimen but 1 5 in the lite 


"of Cont tenrioh,”. an j She he ſees Men Teating and Devour- 


ing Lk 1 N men of a meek mild T enper, and | oy 

ble 955 x 128. Moſer n pe Aber 0 Va- 
1 oo 8 Ee: tris Wo 155 r good Magiſtrats; he watit 

Moderation in a Magiftrat, will make hid un- 

They ſhould be 1 2nd of eaſe ac- 

the Po Ir "eſpecially may ; have, liberty to come with 

ther 10 güte 400 0 wo Hate of the e 


wet ful and cruel : 


to have Redftfs 4nd" Comfort from him, tho' his Miniftets be 
faulty and abuſe chem through Unjuftice: It's ſtoried alfo of 
the Great Meg uh, that 5 common People come to him for 
Juſtice C wth they m do any diy) they come to 2 cer- 
rain lace ete a 905 A e bt ned bet weer 1 ee 
neir eh & ee the Nine firs in Court, which 


Fall of Bells, fo that when its once ſhiken che Bells are bea 57 | 
"the King, who preſently Fact to know their Cauſe, and d 
e them 
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ther Juſtice accordingiy without delay, H much more doth 


it become Chriſtian Magiſtrats to be acceſſible to the Poor as 
well as 7 to the Rich, ry ; 3 ; Hie 4 tO 8 = Lf 4 8 
© Fifthly; | Righteons ' Magiſtrate, ſhould be and are 


wen of Courage and Relolucaon, men of low Spirits are 
born to ſerve, not to Kule, tis well if they will follow, you 


need not expect they will lead on in a time of Danger, there 


are (time men may be blown like Glaſſes into any Shape, with 


the flattering of threatning Breath of others; A Coward can? 
not be a good Chriſtian, much leſs a good Magiſtrat, Inno- 
cence and Integrity cannot be preſerved in Magiſtracy without 
Courage; It was baſe Fear and want of Reſolution that made 
Pilate cruel to Chriſt, and all his Bait was to ſave his ſorry Stake 
that he had in Ceſars Hand, he had no mind to ſhed innocent 
Blood, as appeared trom the Eſſays he made to releaſe Chriſt, 
but when once he heard the Fews cry out, thou art not Ceſats 
Friend if thou let this man go, John 19. 12. This makes him ſteer 
a" clean contrary Coutſe; Magiſtrats (as one ſaid ) ate a. 
gre at Ble ſſing to a Nation or City, modo audeant quæ ſentiunt, 
if they dare do according to their Conſciences, they muſt nat: 
be afraid then of the Faces of Men, tho"tbeir: Faces be the u 
ces of Lyons, and their — never ſo terrible and formidable, 
ji {aro Jaſtice boldly without Fear upoti the' ſtout» 

eſt Offender, - and curb the Power of great and wicked | Meng. 
with undaunted Courage and Reſolution, that the Poor may 
lies im peice, and: keep their O-udö bynthem 3 twas / not ſci 
nothing thit every step in Solomons; Thtone fbr Judgement was! 
ſtip por rech dat ByVo¹νm]H Kings to. It teaches all Kings: 
and Magiſtrarsj" that 4 Lyon like Courage is neceſſary, for all 
them that. it upon the Throne or Bench for Juſtice ur Judges; 


neee in rel pet e the Laws Which are, 


better 


1 


| | ' C29) 
better unmade than unkept, the Life of the Law is the Execue 
tion of it, without which the Law is but a dead Lerter, yea, 
a Bugbear and Scarcrow, nothing brings good Laws under 
greater Contempt than when the Magiſtrat has not courage to 
execute the ſame impartially. Reſolutios is no leſs neceſſary, in 
reſpect of the Magiſtrat himſelf, for the maintaining that Dig- 
nity and Honour which is due to his Place and Character, and 
which he cannot more ſhamefully-betray.. than by fearing the 
Faces of Men, neither the high Looks, nor big Words of o- 
thers how great ſoever, ſhould make him afraid to diſcharge 
his Office refolutly ; I would have Magiſtrats in the exerciſe 
of their Office to remember. for motives to courage the great 
Title given them, P/. 82. 6 they are gods, and if ſo, why ſhould 
they fear the Faces of Men, they would alſo remember that 
gracious and ſweet promiſe made to them while in the exerciſe 
of their Office, 2 Chrox. 19.6. For ye j odge not for Man but for 
tbe Lord, who is with yan in the judgement 5, and at this time, 1 
think Courage and Reſolution is moſt proper and ſeaſonable, 
therefore Men ot timorous and puſillanimous Spirits, are moſt 
unit to be Magiſtrats, even tho otherwiſe good Men, Cowar- 
dice is for the Pedant and Peſant, but unworthy of a wiſe Stateſ · 
man or righteous Magiſtta tete. 
Sixth, Righteous Magiftrats ſhould be, and are men of 
Activity and Application, whe can and will endure the/Toil 
and Fatigue that attends their Office; Fot tho' Magiſtracy be 
Hors, yet it is alſo Onus, tho Honour able yet Burdenſomcethere- 
fore Diligence and Application are. neceſſary, they deſerve not 
the Honour who will not undergo the Labour of the Magi- 
ſtracy, the faithful Ruler is ſaid to beat the Burden of the Peo - 
ple, Ex. 18:22. Away with ſuch as will ſhift all the burden off 
their own upon the ſhoulders of others, who carry not the: 


; bur- | 


ſtice deR ighteouſneſs wherein Ood doth adminiſtrit fis Goyt 
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to their Charge; A chief part of the Magiſtrats Duty is, to ſee 


/ 


a? Mok niet oh Oba SSI wind. 2 et tel 
N of their Office either in their Heads or Heatts; twere 
truly a gieat pity that Fondlings of their repoſe and eaſe ſnould 
be diſtutbed by publick mployment: -r's ſtoried of E/fed King 
of the Wet Saxons in England, that he divided the natural Day 
mio three equal parts, which he deſtined for three ſpeciabules, 
and obſery-d them by the burning of a Taper fer in his Chap- 
pel, 8 Hours he ipent in Meditation, Reading and Prayers; 8 
Hours in, proviſion for bimſelf, his Repoſe and Health, and the 
other 8 about the Affairs of bis Kingdom; Here was Applicas 
tion indeed: worthy of Imita io I oo 
| Seventhly, Righ'ecous Megiitrats ſhould be; and are men of 
Truth, juſt and righteous, Ex. 18. 21. Moreover theuſhalt pros 
wide ont of all the People able men,ſueh as fear God,men of Truths 
hating Covet uſneſr. 2 Sam. 23. 3. The God of Iſrath ſaid; be 
Rock of Iſrael ſpake to me, be that ruleth over Men wit bs jo, 
onal 


ruling inthe fear of God. Men in their privat and pet 


Walk Nathaneels indeed, that will prize and preſer rhe Truth 
in all Cauſes brought defore them, and in a ſpecial manner in 
the exerciſe of Juſtice, that their Verdict anſwer exictiy an,, 
punctually to the Evidence and their Sentence to the true mean 
ing of the Law, they ſhould be juſt and rightecus im all their 
publick Adminiſtrations ; Seing they are gods by Office, they 
ſhould imitat God in the exerciſe of their Office, wo tho de 
be an abſolute Sovereign, yet his Government is managed A 
cording to the Rules of Righteouſneſs, Wiſdom und Gd. 
neſs; So they ſhould write after this Copy, and not exefeiſe 
their. Authority in a licentious way, but confotm to thiüt ü“ 


ment, ſpecially conſidering the great End for which they ate ad- 
vanced to Authority, for the Freſervation of thele committed 


that 
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that the Laws be duly executed according to their full Extent 


without reſpect of perſons, Deut. 1. 17. Ye Hul! 101 "reſpec; 
perſons in Judgement, but you ſhall hear the ſmall 45 well a; the 


great, you ſhall not be afraid of thr face of Man, for the Judgement 


3s God's. 2 Chron. 19. 7. Wherefore now let the fear of the Lord 
be upon you,” take heed and do it, for "ther is no Iniquity with 


the Lord our God, nor reſpe@ of perſons, nor taking of Gifts : Se- 


ing then ye are his Deputs (who judgeth without reſpect of 
perſons ) neither fear te puniſh the Mich, nor ſpare to puniſſi 
the Poor, make no difference between one perſon and another 
where the Cauſe makes none, for whoever are thus partial; 
want that Courage and Firmneſs that ought to be in a Magi- 
ſtrat, and ſnould make him as inflexible as the Rule of Juſtice 
it ſelt, being neither frighted by the power or Threats of thoſe 
who are great, nor Melted and Softn d with the Crys of the 
Mean and Poor but mov d only by the Cauſe; and therefore 
in Scripture we find this expreſly forbidden to countenance 4 
goor | Mar in bis Canſe, Exod. 23. 3. In Charity N we muſt 
have;; reſpect to a poor mans neceſſity, but in point 
ol. juſtice neither the power of the Rich, nor the penury of 
the Poor, but his Right only muſt be regarded, Lev, 19. 15. 
Te ſhall do no unrighteous judgment, thou ſhalt not reſpedt the pers 


J ſon of the poor, nor honowr the per/, on of the mighty, but. in right 


fepuſneſs ſhalt they judge thy neighbour.” For Pity may ſome- 
times Bribe and corrupt the Judgment as much as Rewards: 
Magiſtrates ought to diveſt themſelves of all Paſſions, private 
Intereſt, and Affections; twas 2 noble Anſwer Ariſt ide, gave 


to a man ho came to inform him, that his Adverſary had a. 


buſ d Aniſtide, the Judge, this he ſiid to make him Partyin his 
Cauſe that was depending before him ʒ td which that impar- 
tia) Judge replyed, 1 ſt not bere ſo right myſelf, but jon. Much 
n og $1221 e oa fo 3159 Held A f 991003 Hoy 
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likethe ſame I that Aber G another Judge to a.notariops 
Enewy:of his.own, whbo had 3 Cauſe depending before him, 
* Mysftiend, ſaid le. #he Gan/e night hee gone gill ny of 
ges had nat been my Buam. Tathe Impartial in the exercile 
of Juice upon the mightieſt Oftenders, as well as che Meanelh, 
upon their deareſt Friends and Relations, as well as upon 
Strangers or Enemies, is and will be the Honour and San | 
of Magiftrates3 ;this will give. Strength and Authority (5, 
Laws, which elſe are but Cobwebs. mage to catch the ſmaller 
Flies, uhile the great and ſtrong ones break caſily through, ac- 
cording to that, dit veniam caruit, pexat. cenſure columbes ; 
this is the way to conciliate Reyęrence and Veneration to the 
Laws and Government, which in our days are too openly de - 
ſpiled and vilified ; and by this courſe ent chouls run 
doms gur fireets as water, end BI bteouſn wut hin Area, 


ve t 4 
Amer 5. 26. Magiſtrates ſhould be blind to the Faces, deaf 
to the Inrreaties, and dead to the Threats and Promiſes of men; 
Let Magiſtrats of what rank ſoever they be, conſider that 
weighty Charge given by God bimſelf, in chat forecited 2 Saw. 

23. 3- And that given by Jehosbephat to his Judges, 2 Chron. 
19. 6,.7-: Haw famous have ſome Heathens been for impartial 
Execution of Juſtice? 'Tis a famaus ſtory of Brutus. one of 
the Roman Conſuls, during whole Conſulſhip a Conſpiracy 
was diſcovered, and two of his own Sons being convid of their 
Acceſſion to the ſame, he commanded Juſtice to be Executed 
upon them, [and after they had been whip'd with Rods, which 
lad ſpectacle mov d the people to Pity, ſo that they turn d away 
their Faces, yet Brutus their Father never look d off nor 
chan ed bis ſevere Countenance, till at laſt they were laid flat 
on the Ground, and had their Heads ſtruck off; thus the bow- 
els of a Father could not byaſs * in the exerciſe of his Office 
3:0 | | 29 


20 a Judge; no leſs famous is the inſtance ef Zaleuen that f̃e- 
nowned Prince of the Locriant, who made a Law that every 
Adulterer ſhould loſs his Eyes, his Son being the firſt that was 
convict of that Crime, the People interpoſing made ſuit for his 
Pardon, at laſt being overcome by their Importunities, and 
not unwilling to ſhew what fa vour he could to his Son, and to 
preſerve the Sanction of the Law unviolable, he firſt put out 
one of his own Eyes, and puniſhed his Son with the loſs of 
one of his; and thus he ſhewed himſelf both a'merciful Father 
and a juſt Judge, tempering Mercy with Juſtice, ſo that both 
the Law was ſatisfied and his Son ſpared. Tea the Kowans were 
fo exact inthe Execution of Juſtice, that the Son of Cato Utz» 
been was Baviſhed fr the breaking of à Pitcher, which aGirl 
„brought by bim with Water ſhe had drawn for her owuuſe. 
The Son of the tamous Cinnd was Baniſhed for breaking of an 
Orchard; and yet both theſe Boys were under 15 years of Age. 
ITis (aid that in the days of E/fred King of the Weſt Saxons, 
the Adminiſtration of Juſtite was ſo exact and impartial, that 
Virgin might have travelled alone through all his Dominions 
woithout having any Violence offeredto her, and Bracelets of 
Sold were hang d in the Righ:Ways, yet no Body was ſo hardy 
als to take them away: Yea, how ſeverely have ſome puniſhed 


„their Judges for partial Judgments. Tis a famous Story we have 
ttelated of Cambyſes King of Perſſa. who having detected the 


is Corruption of a Judge in his Kingdom, commanded him to 

ih be put ro Death, his Skin to be pulled off, and ſpread onthe 
Judgment Seit as a Carpet, that all ſucceeding Judges might 

for ever fear to pervert Juſtice, or deal untruly in Judgment; 

how ſweet and excellent are the Fruits of the exact and impar- 

1 tiil Exerciſe of Juſtice. ; & 0 1 8 0 
=  Eighily, Rightcous Magiftrats, muſt be and are Men that 
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hate Coyst 
of oppreſſian, and chaks their 
in I/ 33. 15, Covetous Ralers will make Methundige off 
uſtice ;. there are ſome men whodefire only to be advanced to 
laces of Authority, that;they may make the Admftitiarion? 
of Juſtice a gainful Trade, Which toomuch Jaltifics the feſerr 
blance of the Courts of Juftice to rhe Buſh, Whither while the 
Sheep. flee for ſafety in a Storm, they are ſure to loſe part of 
their Fleece; 3 ſuch men are moſt D of n 
and are a igtace and Diſcredit to it. er n 
Nisthly, There is one Quality more I think neceſſary at this 
juncture, for thoſe that are to be Magiſtrates in this City; that 
they be Men well affected to the late happy Revolutionz & you' 
may ſafely conclude, ſuch men who are not upon the Revolution 
foot tobe Enemies both to the Civil and Ecceſiaſtick Conſtitu- 
tion ot this Nation, and conſequently moſt unfitto be entruſt. 
ed with the Government of the Metropolis thereof: and 
ſeing there's no penutie of Men of the Revolution Principles, 
Ido earneſily recommend it to the Honourable Magiſtrates or 
this City, that ſuch only be advanced to the Government 
otherwiſe you will endanger the whole Conſtitution. In 4 
word, Magiſtrates ſhould. be pious in their Practice, prudent 
in their Deſigns, bold and reſolute in the Execution thereof, 
faithful in their Promiſes, wiſe in their Counſels, obſervant 
of their own Laws, careful of and zealous for the Peoples Wel⸗ 
fare over whom they Rule, merciful to the Oppreſſed, fa vour - 
able and encouraging to the Good, terrible and fermidable 
tothe Evil-Doers, Juſt and Rig ktcoast6 al, and Men -velbafe/ 


fected to the Government,” both of Church and Skate in this 


Kingdom. e 
. The ſecond thing propoſed, was to give the Reg ons why Magi: 
ſrats ſhould le endowtd nh Juch Qualiries. " * 9 * 2 
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delfcze cer ed AA the 
0 ernment was a Tfeocſich (their 
Rulers and Judges were frequently God's own Civics and 
Mominarion) Fxod, 18. 21 Jeut, 1. 13. 2 Sam. 73. 3. Wh 
more neceſſary are. thels C Quilities in Mapiſtrats' choſen dy 
of the like Paſſions with themſelyes, and ſo ate Yea! 5 g's 
By aſſed either by Affection or Intereſt, to make choice of ſuch 
27 Want theſe Endowments 3 therefore it ſach "Qualities were 
neceſſary inthe Jenish, they are much more in che Chriſtin 
Maire. 

Secondly, It * E the Practice of the 1801 Civilizd Na- 
tions t except when Intereſt and Faction prevailed and had the 
Aſcendant) to have men of the moſt eminent Endowments, 
at leaſt, 1 may fay, it has been the conſtant Defire and Endeg- 
vour of all ſober ind good Men, that ſuch wight bear Rule 
over chem, as is Eng from theſe ſtrict Laws made concern- 
ing their Governours 2nd Magiſtrates. 1. The Jewish Nation 
would not allow any to be in the meaneſt Civil Office of their 
common Wealth, without they had theſe 7 Qualities, yea 
they were not allowed to be Members of the I6welt Coutt even 
of that of three Men 5 1. They were to be wiſe. 2 Modeſt. 
3, Fearers.of God. 4. Haters of Covetouſneſs. 5. Lovers 
of the Truth. 6. Well beloved of the Neigtibourtivod. And 
Laſtly, Men of good Report; And there were Foar ſotts of 
men by their Laws expreſſy excluded from the Office of Tri- 
umvirste; 1. All theſe that were given to Games of Lottery. 
2n All Uſurers, 3. All ſuch as trained up decoy Doves, by reaſon 
ol the injury her Neigh bours- ſuſtained by them. 4. All ſuch 
as made merchandize of the Fruits of the & round that grew in 
the Sabbathical year; This account a Learned Jewiſh Anti- 
quary gives 3: is not now my TI to dip into * Rear 
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ſeeftorn what Has been ſaid the pains theywete'at.to debir gc ex 


clude from the Government Inſufficient & unqualiſſed men, and 
their great care & ſolicitude to diſcourage, & brand che ſmalleft 
veltige of injuſfice's, And malt hat Chriftizn Socteties and Ci. 
tles, cke as much paits toktep from the Government inſuff- 
cient men, is the Jews did, this is not to Judaize. 2. The 
Greciams alſo took gteat care by their ſtrict Laws, to debar from 
the Government unqualified mep; for if any petſon had liv's 
a vitidus and ſcundafouhs Lite, ie way 'rhobght unworthy of 
the tneaneſt Office in the Govetment ; it being improbable, 
that he who could not behave Himſelf ſo ag to gain Repu-⸗ 


— 


tation in a private Capacity, ſhould be able te demean 
Himſelf prudencly and wifely in à publick Stetion, or 
thit he who neglected bis own Concerns, or filled 
in the Management of them, ſhould be capable of un- 


dettaking publick Buſineſs, and providing for the Common- 
wealth, and as before their Admiſſion to any publick place, 


they were to undergo Tryal, ſo when their Offices were expir- 
ed, they were obliged to give an Account of their Manage- 
ment to the Notaries, and in caſe any had neglected to do it, 
or had not undergone the former Probation, the People were 
by an expreſs Law farbidden to preſent him with a Crown, 


the uſual Reward of fuch as had gained to themſelves Honour 


by their careful and wiſe Management of publick Imployments; 
and until the Accounts of the Mansgement of their former 
Truſt were elear d, they were not permitted to ſue for any o- 
ther Office, or to travel into any other Countrey, or to diſpoſe: 


of their Eſtates, or any part thereof, whether by Will, or by 


dedicating them to any pious uſes, or any other way whatſom- 


ever, but it was to remain intire, that in caſe it ſhould have 


| 


£399) 

been found hat they had bet the Puhlick Good, the City 
might not loſe by them: There was one Quality required by 
the Grecian Law, I will not lay it's a neceſſary, but I am ſure 
it is a convenient and.creditable one in a Magiſtrat, .accordin 

to Solon: Conſtitution, no man was capable of being a Magi - 
giſtrate except he was poſſeſſed of a conſiderable. Eſtate, Ido 
not (ay it is a Neoeſſary, but only a, convenient Quality, that 
ſo he may be able to live ſuitable to the Honour and Dignity of 
tation to embazel the publick 'Reyenues, foro gr ir 
4 great Enemy to Hare ſiy; Yea, ſo e Greciaut, 
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. ſtrict were 4 
that they obliged all their Magiſtrats at their Admiſſion to 
take an Oath, that they ſhould obſerve the Laws, and admini- 
ſtrat Juſtice according to the true meaning thereof without par- 
tiality, and that they ſhould never ſuffer themſelves to be cor- 
rupted by Bribes; Something like this was in uſe among the 
Egyptians, whole Kings did uſually preſent an Oath to their 
Judges; and made them ſwear that they ſhould never contra» 
dict their Conlciences, notwithſtanding they ſhould receive 
from themſelves Commands to the contrary. _ And. whar 
ſttict Laws were made by the Romans, concerning theſe that 
were to rule among them, is ſufficiently known to all whoare 
acquainted: with the Raman Hiſtory... , _ -_ St 
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Thirdly, Such as are endowed with theſe Qualities can only 
ſupport the Credit, maintain and preſerve the Honour of the 
Office, and keep it from being contemned and trampled upon; 
Theſe Qualities ſhining in a Magiſtrat will conciliat Reſpect, and 
procure Reverence and Veneration for the Office and Ch arats 
er they bear. 2 | Gong fir noma 


- Fourthly, Cod in the Scriptures has plainly declared the hurt 
and prejudice that People will ſuſtain under Magiſtrats deſti- 
a | ; " a | an. IS STEELS tute 
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neur of 2 City or Society, that men of the greateſt Accomy 
pliſhments, and the moſt ſingular and eminent Endowwents 
bear rule over them. nnn ointnt 
| Sixthly, Menendowed with ſuch Qualities can only male 
.the Government eaſy and pleaſant, and make thoſe under it to | 
rejoyce, as beipg ſatisfied therewith : The Queen of Shebawith- 
out a; Spirit of-Prophecy, was able to ſee aud declare the happy 
days coming to the Jem from the Piety and Wiſdom ſhe ob- 
ſerved iu their Prince Solowor, 2 Chron. 9. 7. Happy are 17 
Mer, and happy are theſe thy Servants which fand continually 
before thee, and hear thy Wiſdow. A People live in the got- 
5 Iu PEW + # 1 den 


den Age 
of a Gly Magiſtracy. 
The third Thug propoſed in the Merbod war, to Bow 44.5 
4 725 the Vie ads expreſs. their Je when the Righttons are ie Aus 
; Hy. An 
Fir, They do this by their Approbation and Contbindes 
tion of them and theit publick Adminiſtrations, 2 Saw. 3.36. 
Whatſoever the King aid Pleaſed all the People; He was ſo ac. 
ceptable and gracious in their Eyes through his wiſe and prus 
dent Government, that he games a great Intereſt in thehearts 
of his People, and they judg d moſt favourably of and put 


the beſt Conſtruction upon all his. publick Adminiſtrations ;- 


whereas on the contrary, when People have a prejudice againſt, 
and an ill will towards their Rulers, they are apt to judge ur. 
favourably, and miſconſtruct all their publick Actings. 
Secondly, By their Obedience and derte gubmiſſion totheir 
Laws, there cannot be a greater Evidence, or a moreé uncon- 
teſted indication of a Peoples Satisfaction with their Rulers 
than their cheerful Comrlyance with their juſt Commands. 
Thirdly, By their bleſſing and praifing God tor giving them 
Cach, this is a great Expreſſion of their Joy and Thanktulneſs 


to God for his goodnels, in beftowing ſuch a Bleſſing vpon 


them, a5 a Sett ofgodly Magiſtrats. 

Fourthly, By their zealous Vindication of them from theſe 
Aſperſions and Calumnics where with their Enemies load them; 
this does demonſtrat their Satisfaction with their Oovernment, 
and their unwillingneſs to bear or ſuffer any thing to be pro- 
pagited that may derogat from their Acthority, or weaken 
their hands in their Adminiftration, or may in the leaſt im: 
Pare or leſſen that Reſpect that due to tbem. 

Fifth, By Weir — and fervent * to the 

rone 


, Whenſo * FAS live HIVE the benign Infliience 


0832 
Throne of Grace for- Direction, Aſfiſtanbe and Sucdeſs — 
publick!Admiviftration#for God fe ay thegood ot oc 
tar whom they rule. 9 % 2091 

Sixthly,* By — and coniſtane Enderboum < 9 
their outmoſt) to lupport them in their Governmentꝭ and bj 
diſcovering and defeating ſo far as in them lyes, all Attempts 
and Deſigns chat may be to overturn ee or to rubb an . 
front upon them. 

The: Fourth | Thing propoſed; bas, 0 thaw ah omi of 1 
great and univerſal Jon abe {4 the eh, hen the Wehe reis G 
Authorit; 

Firſt, been they wade this. 1s N Token of God's Faveie'. 8 
and Godau ill towards them, 2 Cörus. v1 ddl Breſtd be "the 
L ord thy Gad, which” deli hied in thee to ſot thee on his Throne to © 
be King for the' Lerd ii God: Hetauſe rhy God loved Iſtael ae 
Fabliſß them for ever, therefore mide he thee King over thei, to 
do judgement aud Juſfice: At on the contrary, the giving of 

wicked Magiſtrats is an evidence of his Wrath 60 its Pha 

Secondly,Becaufert eſe thibgs which are dear totem. ab Men 
and as Chriſtians, and for which they have the greateſt Value 
and Eſteem; namely, Rei gion, Life, ' Liberty and Property, the 
Darling of Mankind ire then ſuft and ſecuie eee K 3 ; 
are. in Authority: Its then that People may lead n pesceable and 
quiet life in M Godlmeſs and oma vid) n doch e 

Thirdly; Becaule then Virtue and Ppiety are incoursged and 
rewarded; Vice and Profauity diſcountenanced and puniſſeds 
Godly Magiſtrats being a Terror toevif Poers, ang an encbu. 
ragement to all chit do well>@nd whitiem 6crafion) greater 
Joy to good Men, than the ſceing "Chriſty Kingdem "enlarged 
and advanced, and Satans Kingdom weikned and deſtroyed, 
by encouraging and protecking all that do well, and diſcounte- 
nancing and diſcouraging all that do ill, without teſpect of 
perſons E . Foxrthly, 
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. Foarthly, Such a qualified Government bears a lively Reſem- 


blance of God's Goverument of the World, who tho he be the 


abſolute Sovereign thereof, yet his Government is manag'd ac- - 


_ eordingto the Rules of Righteouſneſs, Wiſdom and Goodneſs, 


Fuſtice and Fudgement being the Habitation of his Throne, and 


 . Mercy and Trath going before His Face, 'P/. 89. 14. 


. The fifth Thing was, the Improvement of the DoFrine, and all 
the uſe ſhall make, ſhall be an Exhortation, as being moſt ſuir- 
able to the preſent Occaſion and Audience; And there are 3 
forts of Perlons I ſhall ſpeak to. 1. To the preſent honour- 
able Magiſtrats ofthis City. 2. To theſe who ſhall this day be 


choſen to ſucceed them in Office. 3. To the People. 


At for you, the preſent Honourable Magiſtrats of the City, 
1. I think, without being conſtructed a flatterer, I may fay 
that ye have in ſome meaſure endeavour d in your publick Ad- 
mĩ niſtration, to approve your ſelves to God, and to the Con- 
ſciences of all good men in the place, and that it has been your 
Deſire and Endeavour to ſer God before you, as the End ot 


and as a Witneſs to, and who ſhall ſhortly be the Judge of 


your publick Adings; and this is now your rejoycing which 
was Pauls of old, the teſtimony of your Conſciences, that in- 
ſimplicity and godly ſincerity, not in fleſhly wiſdom, you have 


bad your Converſation while in the Office of the. Magiſtracy. 


2. The Godly in this City have reaſon to blelsthe- Lord in your 
behalf, that you have been directed and aſſiſted of God, ſo to 
manage the Truſt committed to you, as that you have not been 
wanting to give your Countenance and Aſſiſtance to the Mi- 
niſtry in the Exerciſe of Diſcipline. 3. {hall fill hope good 
things ol you till the contrary appear, and that you have been 
endeaveuring at this time, that Men who come neareſt to the 
Scripture Qualifications ſhall ſucceed you in the Office, which 
, | | FD as: 


4 


* 


| 35) 
23 twill tend much to your own Credit and Reputation, ſo it 
will conduce much to the Honour of the Magiſtracy and pub» 
lick good of the City, and will rejoyce the Hearts of the God - 
ly, to ſee the Righteous ſet in Authority over them; I know 
it is but like beating of the Air, to inſiſt now upon Directions 
concerning the enſuing Election, that being upon the Matter 
already determined, what influence a voice from Heaven might 
have on (ome of you in this Matter, I know not, but ſure I am the 
voice of man will have little Weight, therefore 1 ſhall trouble 
this Audience no further upon this Head, but only I (hall ay to 
you all, whether Magiſtrates, Counſellers, or Deacons, who 
Vote this day in the Election of the ſucceeding Magiſtrates, 
 WhatFehboſhaphat (aid to his Judges, with à little variation, tale 
heed what you do, for you chooſe not for man but for the Lord, 
' who is with you in the choice, 2 Chron. 19. 6. And if any of 
you ſhall be ſo far Byaſſed, as to give your Vote to men that 
have not theQualities already mentioned, between God & you 
be it 3: and you may aſſure yourſelves that God ſhall ere long 
reckon with you for it, and beſides, all the ſad Effects and bad 
Conſequents that may and will follow upon ſuch a Choice, will 
and juſtly may e charged upon you, for every good man is 
not fit to be a Magiſtrate. 4. In your Receſs and Retirement 
from publick buſineſs, I would not have you altogether uns» 
concerned with the Government of the Place, but be Aſſiſting 
to theſe that ſhall ſucceed you, by your Counſel and Advice 
and by your frequent and fervent Prayers for Divine Dire&is 
on and Aid, to them: in their publick Adminiſtrations. 5. I 
hope you are able to ſay upon the Reſignation of the Govern» 
ment of che City to your Succeſſours, what Samuel ſaid upon 
his 1 Sam. 12. 3. Behold here am J, witneſs againſt me before 
the Lord, and before his 4nointed, whoſe ox have I taken? or 
6b pg | — ' _ whoſe 
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' whoſe aft have I teken > "01 apbom bive'l 


brot'Tdrfoauded'?* whomy hifuc 
-T opprefed? or of whoſe hands "have I'reteived any bribe io blind 
mine eyes therewith? and I will reffore it you! "This Proteftatie 
on Sanne makes of his integrity, not but of Oftebtarion: or 
vin Glory, but partly for his 6wn Juſt Wudieation, that the 
People might not hereafter for the defence of their on Itre- 
gularities re proach his Government, parily that being publick- 
1y- acquitted from all falſnobds in his Government, he might 
more freely and boldly! reptove the Sins of the people, and par- 
ticularly that Sin of theirs in deſiring a King, when they had ſo. 
little realon for it, having fo juſt 2 Governour as Same] was, 
from whom they might have promiſed an effetu;1 Hedreſs of 
His Sons male Adminiſtrations, ' if they had acquainted him 
there with ; and partly, that by his Example he might tacitly 
admoniſh Saul of his Duty, and prevent his Mil-underſtanding 
of what he had formerly ſaid, 1 Sam. 8. 11 — 19. and mil- 
take that for the Rule of his juſt Power, which was only a pre- 
diction ot his evil Practices: Here is a bold and juſt challenge 
of an old Migiſtrate made before all the People, upon his Re- 
ſignation of the Government into the hands of his Succeſſour, 
in which both the matter of the Challenge anche manner how 
it is ptopoſed are obſervable; the thing he Would then clear 
himſelf of, is, the ee injury and wrong to any per ſon 
while in the Office of the Magiſttacy, and that he had not been 
guilty of Fraud, Oppreſſion, and Bribery ; yea, he gives them 
all a defi ince, to charge him with any of theſe upon juſt grounds 
as to all and every one of theſe he declares his innocency. The 
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minnerhow this Challenge is propoſed, is nolefs remarkable; 

1. His great for wardnefs,” in putting himſelf upon trial by his 
own voluntary offer, before he was calſed thereunto by others 
behold here I am, ſays he. 2. His great Confidence, being 
CLIT: — 4 con- 
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conſcius to Himſelf of wih e inddtegiity if, thismar- 
ter, in that be dutſt offer fimſelf to Tryal before God and the 


World; yea, hebids a 70 55 to his greateſt Ene mies, and 


dares them to Accuſe him it « 


+ | 


* giinſt we before the Lord, and 147 anpjnted, bic wry Keren, 
e, 431 conſcire ſih n peer gd. 3. His great Equity 
in offering to make real Satisfaction to the ſull, in caſe any 


ſhin ſhould be juſtly made out apainſt bim. and I will, reſtore 
9 , 0 { Th , | 


"make when he is to ly down his. Office; ſuch Magiſtrates go 
7 


with great Honour, and with an untainted Reputation, 


| and they may confidentiy expect Gods bleſſing upon them and 
their Families, ſeing they have tnade it their buſinels to Honqur 


God, by ſetting him always before their Eyes, for.thew, that þo- 

wur him, he will honour, but ſuch as deſpiſe 5 ſhall be light- 
ly eſteemed of him, 1 Sam. 2. 30. Now the Bleſſing of him that 

f dwele in the Buſh, be upon you and yoĩw. 

© * Secondly, 1 come now to ſpeak a word to, thoſe wha, ſhall 

* ſucceed in the Office of Magiſtracy. 1. See that ye haveGod's 

Call to it, and that you have not been active in procuring, your 


Flection, for if it be ſo, I perſwade you, you have neither 
1's Call, | you will make but 
" ſorry Mägiſtrats, the more paſſive, perſans bein this matterthey * 
Will have the more Peace in the Iſſue and Event, I-look upon 
who are moſt ambicious and active for to be inthe 
the moſt unfit for, and moſt unworthy of that 
7, Called the 
Lew de that ian man 
-Thould” attain Honouror Magiſtracy by Moyen, or otherwile, 
© he ſhould be puniſhed with & great pecuniary Mulkt, and alfo 
made infamous -: Its reported inthe Teri Hiftory of * 
A erlane 


God's Call, nor can yqu expect his bleſſing, 
ons 5 
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theſe men 
Magiltracy, the moſt 

Character. The ancient Romans had a famons | 
5 Lem de ambit, whereby Jer 
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jou c this is the moſt Honourable. Retreat a Magiſtrate can | 
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lerlaue the Seyt hi an, who was Commander of the Tartars, that 
he never beſtowed his Preferments upon ſuch as ambitiouſly 
ſougbt them (as deeming them in ſo doing unworthy thereof) 
but upon ſuch whoſe, Modeſty and Merit he thought. made 
them capable of theſe his great Favours, and none are leſs ca- 
Pable of Advancetnent than thoſe who hunt moſt eagerly after it; 
and theſe who do ambitioufly ſeek an Office or Honour, do ipſo 


5 facto by that very deed diſcover their extreme unworthineſs, and 


that of all other men they deſerve it leaſt; For it's preſumable 
ſuch have ſome baſe ſelfiſh Deſign, either to raiſe or entich them - 
ſelves, they have laid the Plot already, and certainly ſeek the 
place for their ownProfit or Honour, not for the publick good & 
perhaps ſome men are active in this Election, who do not expect 
preſent but future Promotion & Advancement: There is one great 
Abuſe committed in this City ind about the timeof the Election 
of your Deacons & Magiſtrats, I could wiſh were reformed, 8&:that's 
the frequent and exceſſive Drinkings, if there were more Praying 
and leſs Drinking at ſuch a time, it might go better with your 
Elections, and God be leſs di ſnonoured, and People ſuſtain leſs 
prejudice both in their Souls and Bodies by ſuch an abominable 
Practice. 2. Set God always before you in all your publick 
Adminiſtrations, be like Nebesniab, of whom it's laid, he came 
to ſeek, the welfare of the Children of Iſrael, Neh. 2. 16. So do 

| 8 make it your chief ſtudy to ſeek the welfare of this City, 
th in it's Religious and civil Concerns, Prefer the Publick to 
your own perſonal good, and the Intereſt of Chriſt to all other 
Intereſis, and therefore be active and zealous to have the Va- 
cancies of this City ſupplied. as ſoon as poſſible, with Godly, 
Wiſe, Zealous and Faithful Miniſters, and to think upon ſome 
effectual way to provide moe Churches and Miniſters, that the 


Neighbourhood may be accommodated, and the ſtraying of 


many 


many Famiſies on the Lords day for want of Accommodation 
in our Churches may be prevented, and this would be one ef 
fectual way to ſupprels theſe ſchiſmatical Meetings in this City, 
for ſeverals who frequent them, would not do it if they were 
accommodated with Seats in our Churches: 1 do alſo recom- 
mend, that you be caretul by the vigorous and impartjal Execu · 
tion of the good Laws already made, and by your own Ex- 
ample, to promote and encourage Religion and Vertue, and to 
ſuppreſs Vice and Immorality; Let your Lives be as ſacred as 

our La ws, that men may prize thoſe, and not dare to violat 
theſe, that if wicked men will not love Religion, yet they may 
pull in their Heads and not dare to deſpiſe it, if their Hearts will 


not renounce their Luſts, let it not be ſafe to act but in diſguiſe . 


and darkneſs, and not in the face of the Sun, and in order to 
your promoting ſo noble and good a Heſign, Countenance and 
Encourage by your Authority theſe worthy and laudable Socie- 
ties for Reformation of Manners, and ſtrengthen the Hands of 
Conſtables, and do not in the leaſt diſcourage them in the juſt 
prudent and zealous Exerciſe ot their Office, as they have been 
ot late diſcouraged once and again, for this is one way to ruine 
that glorious deſign of Reformation of Manners, and to the re- 

proach of our Nation, theſe Societies are in danger to be blown: 
up 5 Execute Laws againſt profane Swearers, of whatſoever: 

quality they be; How are the Ears of tender Chriſtians grated” 
with horrid and bloody Oaths in the very publick Streets ofthe 
City: Put on Courage and Reſolution, and bring theſe 
Heaven daring Sinners to condign puniſhment. God has made 


Magiſtrats C«ftodes utrinſq; Labelæ, therefore draw'the Sword | 


of Juftice, and be not afraid of the Faces of men; a timorous 
cowardlie Magiſtrat, is like a Hare ina Lyons Seat, the Frownor 
Check of a great Man frights him out of his Conſcience. * | 
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of your worthy Anceſtors, from a oy Teal for the 
God, did bid brand with lnfamy theſe black-mouth'd Rabfhes 
leb, about whoſe Lips you might have ſeen the very ſoot of 


Hell hanging. and made that Heavenrdating) and unaccaunti- 


able Sin of Sweating to be ghoſtly in this City. Theres one 
thing more I do earneſtly recommend to your care, that as vou 
love Chriſt, and regard his Honour and Glory, that in a ſpe: 
cial manner yon {ce to the ſtrict and religious Obſervation I 
the, Lords Day in this City, (which-alas'is too much and too e- 


penly profaned, ) and for a Pattern in this, I recommend to you 


Nehemiah, that Zealous and Godly Magiſtrat, and conſider 


what pains he was at, and Means he uſed for preventing the: 
Profanstion of the Sabbath, which you may read at your own 
leaſgre, Neh. 13: 15, 16%, 18.19. 20, 225 23 verſer. and 


copy after this grand Examplar. 3. Study Concord and 
Harmony among your ſelves; Behold;. how good and how Teas 


ſant it is for Bretbrento dwell together in. Unity, Bſ.. 133. 
1. Ve ſerve one Maſter ye act, at leaſt ſhould ad for one end the.” 


publck/Good ʒ Therefore Harmony and GShcord among yout- 
ſelves: is neoeſſary to attain this great end, for as a Kingdom ſo 
a City divided againſt it (elf cannot ſtand, and to prevent Di- 
viſiang. conſider that Singleneſs and Sincetity i in the exerciſe of 
your Office, is an eſtectual way; Oi bow much is e 


wanting in our day, how many Jebv's now-whi pretend Zell 


for the Lord, that ate only zealous for themſelves and their 
own Intereſts, nothing being more ordinary for men of perni - 
cious deſiaus than to make uſe of tlie Mask and Vail of —_ 
ON, ng to that old Axiom In T inis th ou 

mit 8 . — Quoticovi fabere Plebew | 


w_— Flags "pps 


Gat = Complaint may sie in our day, All ſeek their 


ow 
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dnn, ut the things that are Jeſus Chri ſta, Phil. 2. 22. 4. Make 
Conſcience of diſcharging your Duty, whether you be Magi. 
ſtrats or Counſellors, not only waiting upon Dyets of Council, 
but upon Committees appointed for the management of the 
publick Affairs of this City, and let not through your Negli- 
gence, or Non-attendance, an Interruption be given to the 
Courſe of Juſtice, for often times a delay of Juſtice, is upon 
the matter a denyal of Juſtice, and is as hurtful and prejudi- 
cial as Injuſtice. 5. Make Conſcience of viſiting Schools, that 
ſo Youth be not poiſoned by men of unſound Principles or bad 
Morals; frequently viſit Hoſpitals, and encourage Mortificati- 
ons, that ſo ſomething may be prepared for them for whom no- 
thing is Provided: Iodeavour the Regulation of Vivars, that 
the Poor be not Oppreſſed, Reform ſome great Abuſes com- 
mitted at the gates of the City about Collecting of the Cuſtoms, 
for there is much Oppreſſion, Curling and Lying practiſed 
there, to the Reproach of the City and the ſcandal of Chriſtianity. 
A Word to the People, Firſt, You are to Reverence and 
Honour thoſe in Authority over you in this City, they are 
Gods Vice-gerents and Deputies, Honour them in your 
Thoughts, Expreſſions ind Actions, Thou ſpall not revile the 
gods, nor curſe the Ruler of thy People; Exod. 22. 28. Curſe 
not the King, no not inthy thought, and: curſe not the Rich in 
thy Bed. chamber : for a Bird of the Air ſhall carry the Voice, 
and that which hath Wings ſball tell the matter, Eccl. 10. 20. 
The Apoſtle brands theſe with a Mark of Ignominy that ſpeak 
Evil of Dignity, 2 Pet, 2. 10. Beware of deſpiſing Magiſtrats, 
the Hebrews have a Proverb, Migrandum eſi ex. eo loco in g, 
' Rex non timetur, as if ſome heavy Judgment did hang over 
that Place where Magiſtrats are Contemn'd ; and therefore 
People ſhould get out of that place with all haſte and ſpeed as 
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Lor did out of Sodom. Secondly, Obey Magiſtrats in their 
Lawful Commands, 2 Pet: 2. 13. 3dly, Pray for them, 


) | 


1 Tim. 2. 1. Firit, The Charge laid upon them is greater and 


the Burden preſſing them heavier than what lies upon other 


Men, and therefore they ſhould be Eaſed and Helped by your 


Prayers: and how can it be otherwiſe when the Welfare of ſo 
many Thouſands depends upon them and their Counſels; 

Ts their Work to provide for the Execution of their Laws, the 
Exerciſe of Religion, the Reſtraining and Puniſhing of all Im- 


piety and Ungodlineſs, they mult ſee that Right and Equity be 


Adminiſtred, that no unjuſtice nor Violence be committed, 


but all Affairs guided according to the Law of . Righteouſneſs, 


| theſe are the conſtant Cares that attend Magiſtracy; and that 
which adds to all theſe Burdens, and makes them out of mea- 
ſure intollerable and ſinking, is, that all theſe Burdens muſt be 


Born ſometimes under the Diſcontents and Murmurings of an 


-unſatisfied People, as is evident in the cale of Moſes; have 


they not then great-need of your Prayers, Secondly, Their 
Temptations are greater than other Mens, the Devil is more 


aſſiduous and ſubtile in his tempting ot Magiſtrats, knowing 


that if he can once engage them in his intereſt, they can do him 
great ſervice, therefore he lays cloſs ſiege to them. Hence in 


Micaijahs Parable, 1 Kings 22. 20, 21. v. No ſooner had 
-GOD ask d the Queſtion, Who ſhall perſwade Ahab, but ſteps 


forth an evil Spirit and undertakes the Imployment; To 


tempt private Perſons (as one ſays )is but to deftroy by retail, 


dut to tempt Magiſtrats and Rulers, is to deſtroy by whole- 
ſale ; Have they not then need of your Prayers, who are thus 
expos d to ſo many and ſo great Temptations. Thirdly, The 
Account they have to make at the Jaſt Day is greater than 
what otters have, what they do is uſually of general Concer, 

3 T3" or 


. omni Aa ad te 


2 ©» 


| 8 43 3 
or elſe of general Influence ; and therefofe they muſt not only 
Anſwer for themſelves, but for thele over whom they Rule, 
who either obey the Commands, or follow the Examples of 
the Rulers and Magiſtrates, therefore they need very much the 
Prayers of the People, that they may be helped ſo to Manage the 
Truſt committed to them, as they may be able to give an 
Account of their Stewardſhip with Joy, and may receive that 


Teſtimony, well done good and faithful Servants: 4. Conſider 


the near Relation Magiſtrats ſtand in with reſpect to their Peo- 
ple, they are political Fathers, Patres Patriæ, the Fathers of 
their Countrey, Godly Magiſtrats may be truly called Fathers, 
in reſpect of that Concern they have for, and Sympathy with 
the People over whom they rule, ſuch an one was Job, Job. 
29.12, 13,14, 15, 16, 17, hence Magiſtrats are called Nurſing 
Fathers, Iſa. 49, 23+ They are ſo called in reſpect of that ſin- 
cere Affection, and tender regard they ſhould have to their 
People, and it's happy for a People who have ſuch nurfing Fax 
thers, whoſe Breaſts milk Comfort to them, ſince Magiſtrats are 
Fathers, the People are obliged to wiſh well to them, and to 
ſhe w their concern in them, by their frequent and fervent Ap. 
plications to the Throneof Grace in their behalf, and if wecan 
prevail for a Bleſſing upon them we our ſelves ſhall certainly 
ſhare in it; and it by our fervent Prayers we can obtain 
of God to beſtow upon them Wiſdom, Zeal , Holinels, 
for Managing the Truſt committed to them, we ſhall then fir 
fafely under the ſhadow of our. Magiſtrats, and this will make 


the Godly to-rejoyce ; For when the righttows are in Authority 
the People rej ice. 
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